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On Behalf of St. Joseph-on-Carrolton
Manor
Message from our Pastor
Dear Friends,
Allow me to express my personal sadness at the loss of your loved one. It is
always hard to face the reality of death and the separation from one who
has loved us. As followers of Christ today, we need to find peace and
consolation in the word of Christ who promises that anyone who believes
and has faith in Jesus will not be lost. We draw hope and consolation from
his promise. It will not take away the pain and sadness of our loss but will
help us to bear the weight of our grief with a vision of God's love for us.
We take reassurance from our celebration of funeral rites and prayers in
our farewell to our loved one. In your planning of our Liturgy with love
here at St. Joseph's, we hope to be able to offer some support during this
most difficult time. Please be assured of our continued prayers and
support during your time of grief. Whatever we can do for you do not
hesitate to call or reach out to us.
Peace and God's blessing be with you.
Father Larry Frazier, Pastor

From St. Joseph’s Parish Community
We offer our deepest sympathy on the death of your loved one. Know that
you and your family will be remembered in our prayers now and in the
days to come. We are here to assist you in this difficult time and you will
always be welcome as a member of our extended family. We hope that this
booklet will guide you in the journey of honoring the memory of your loved
one.
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Matthew 5:4

What Do I Do Now – Remembering
Your Loved One
“If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we
shall also live with him.” Romans 6:8
For we Christians, death is the end of our earthly pilgrimage but the
beginning of our new eternal life with God. St. Paul reminds us not to
grieve as those who have no hope, for we are given hope and comfort in
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Thessalonians 4:13-17). The Church
through the funeral liturgy entrusts our beloved to God and offers hope to
those who mourn. For this reason, we gather together with family and
friends to remember our loved one, to pray, to listen to the comforting
Word of God, and to receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist.
Planning for a funeral and a burial can be a daunting task. While given the
task of remembering our loved one in the Church there are also many
practical considerations, like which funeral home to choose, publishing
obituaries, notifying not only loved ones but government agencies,
deciding what’s best for your family, and of course the cost. St. Joseph has
4

published a list of resources for you on our web page at
http://www.stjoesbuckeystown.org/funeral-planning/ to guide you in
making these choices.

Cremation
Because of the cost, many families consider cremation as an option. Even
though the Church prefers the burial of your loved one after the example
of Christ’s own burial, permission has been granted for Catholics to be
cremated assuming that family members making the decision to cremate
believe in a future with Christ and the immortal soul. However, the Church
does ask that all cremated remains be buried or entombed. The scattering
of cremated remains, placement at different locations, or keeping them in
the home does not display appropriate Christian reverence. The
Archdiocese of Washington has published an excellent explanation of these
teachings. A link to this page can be found at
http://www.ccaw.org/about_cremation.html .

St. Joseph’s Planning Meeting
In deciding which options you should choose and how to remember your
loved one in the Church, you should schedule a meeting with St. Joseph’s
as soon as possible. Many families will call St. Joseph’s before an imminent
death to make sure that their loved ones receive the Anointing of the Sick
sacrament and to make preliminary plans. Regardless of when you call, St.
Joseph’s is ready to guide you through the process and help you make
decisions.
The Mass, the memorial of Christ’s death and resurrection, is the principal
celebration to remember your loved one. As stated in the Order of
Christian funerals, Christians celebrate the funeral rite to offer worship,
praise, and thanksgiving to God for the gift of life that has been returned to
God, the giver of all human life and the hope of us all.
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There are several options for funeral liturgies:




A Funeral Mass with a casket or urn
A Memorial Mass
The Rite of Committal at the graveside

For both the Funeral and Memorial Mass, the family can select the music
and the biblical readings. These readings and hymns can be ones that have
a special meaning for you or your loved one or that provide the most
comfort for your family. The Word of God has a great importance in the
funeral rite. The readings tell of God’s design for the world and nourish our
hope of being together again in God’s kingdom.
St. Joseph’s has compiled a list of readings and hymns and can offer advice
on which ones may be appropriate for you. The readings and the hymn
selections can be found on St. Joseph’s funeral planning web page:
http://www.stjoesbuckeystown.org/funeral-planning/
The participation of family members and friends is an important part of the
funeral liturgy. Family members and friends can participate in the Mass by
acting as pallbearers, reading the scripture, offering remembrances, and by
carrying the Offertory gifts of bread and wine to the altar. This participation
brings everyone closer to God and unites the family and friends to their
loved one and to one another.
In addition, St. Joseph’s can offer a viewing in the narthex before the
funeral and a luncheon after the funeral/ Memorial Mass in our parish hall.
These will be discussed at the planning meeting.
Here is the information that will be obtained at the planning meeting:







Name, birth and death date of your loved one
Your contact information
Name of the funeral home
Whether you will have a Funeral or Memorial Mass
Whether a casket will be present or an urn
Whether photos will be displayed
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The names of family members and significant friends
Names of organizations (military, Knights of Columbus, etc.)
How many people are expected to attend
Any special needs for those attending (disabled, etc.)
If flowers are being supplied and whether they will be donated
If there will be a viewing before the Mass
If there will be a luncheon after the Mass
The name and location of the burial site
Whether Father will preside over the Rite of Committal at the
gravesite
Interment of the urn in St. Joseph’s columbarium (future)
Hymn and reading selections
Names of those participating in the readings and the Offertory
procession
Creation of a program that will be given to those attending the
Mass
Publicity in parish publications
Honoraria and memorial donations

This can seem like an overwhelming amount of information. St. Joseph will
guide you through the process so that the Funeral or Memorial Mass will
be a comfort to you and your family and be a sign of our belief that all the
faithful will be reunited with God.
The following sections will describe the parts of the Mass, what happens at
a Funeral Mass, and some frequently asked questions.
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The Funeral Liturgy and Memorial
Mass
“Do this in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19
All funerals and Memorial Masses, whether they involve the presence of a
casket, urn, or none, are conducted according to the Order of Christian
Funerals. There are some differences when a casket is present and these
are noted below.

Introductory Rites
Opening hymn
Procession of the casket to the altar with pallbearers*
Greeting
Opening prayer
Placement of the pall*
Placement of the Gospel book
Sprinkling with Holy Water
Remembrances *

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading *
Responsorial Psalm
Second Reading *
Gospel
Homily
General Intercessions *
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Liturgy of the Eucharist
Presentation of the gifts *
Preparation hymn
The Eucharistic prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Communion
Communion Hymn

Final Commendation
Invitation to prayer
Incensing of the casket
Closing hymn
Exit processional and removal of the pall by the pallbearers*


Can be family members or friends

9

Symbols of our Faith
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.” John 3:16
The Funeral Mass is the memorial of Christ’s death and resurrection. If it is
possible it is celebrated with the presence of the casket. You will notice the
following symbolic elements at a funeral Mass.

The Paschal (Easter) Candle
First lit at the Easter Vigil, the Paschal Candle
burns by the casket during the Funeral Mass.
This candle is also lit at Baptisms where the
flame from the Paschal Candle is used to light
the candle that is given to the family. The
Paschal Candle represents the Light of the Risen
Christ who overcame darkness and death by his
Resurrection, a victory in which we all share
through our Baptism.

Holy Water
The priest sprinkles the casket with Holy Water at
the reception of the body into the Church. Holy
Water reminds us of the saving water of Baptism
and our initiation into the Community of Faith.
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Funeral Pall
The funeral pall is a large white cloth that is
placed over the casket. It is a reminder of
the white garment given to us at Baptism.
The pall symbolizes our life in Christ, the
Christian dignity of the baptized, and the
equality of us all before God.

The Gospel Book
The Gospel book is a symbol of Christian
Life and reminds us that Christians are
called to live by the Word of God. The
Gospel book is opened to the miracle of
Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. This is
a reminder that Christ will raise us all to
eternal life. The open Gospel book is
placed faced down on top of the pallcovered casket.

Incense
Blessing the casket with incense
symbolizes purification and
sanctification. The rising smoke is a
sign of farewell to our loved one rising
up to God. The incense fragrance
symbolizes Christian virtue.
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Remembrances and Intercessions
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your
God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41:10

St. Joseph allows words of remembrance to be said at the beginning of
both a Funeral and Memorial Mass as a means of celebrating the life of the
loved one who died. The remembrances should focus on the faith, life, and
personality of the deceased. These remarks are limited to two people so as
to not detract from the Mass itself. These remembrances should be:






Brief, no more than 10 minutes in total
Be prepared in advance so that it is focused and stays within the
time limit
Should be about the loved one, not about one’s own personal life
or experiences
Should be appropriate for a Church setting
Should be respectful to the deceased and to the family

Also, additional General Intercessions can be included in the Prayers of the
Faithful to, for example, pray for other deceased family members,
caregivers, or charitable organizations such as hospice or other meaningful
causes.

12

Honoraria and Memorial Gifts
“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give
preference to one another in honor.” Romans 12:10
The pastor and staff of St. Joseph’s consider it a privilege to serve you with
our funeral liturgies. Such services do require additional work hours within
the framework of our regular ministry. The suggested honoraria listed
below will help compensate for the time invested in preparing and
participating in the liturgy to honor your loved one.
Celebrant
Organist
Cantor
Church Use
Luncheon
St. Joseph Cemetery Casket Burial
St. Joseph Cemetery Ashes Burial

$100.00
$150.00
$100.00
$100.00
varies: contact office
$800.00/double $11001
$300.001

Honoria checks may be written to St. Joseph’s on Carrollton Manor.
In addition, you may wish to encourage friends and family to make
Memorial Gifts to St. Joseph’s parish. These gifts can be received in the
name of the one who has died. Memorial gifts may be used for the general
needs of the Church or may be designated to one or more specific
ministries such as our Outreach program, our Martha’s Ministry that
provides lunch for funerals and memorial Masses, or our grief ministry.
Memorial gifts can be indicated in the funeral program.

1

Payable to Ed Johnson for burial. Charges $100.00 extra for weekends and
holidays.
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On the Day of the Funeral/Memorial
Service
“Surely your goodness and love with follow me all the
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.” Psalm 23













Flowers, pictures, sign-up books, etc. should be at the Church at
least an hour before the Mass to allow enough time for them to be
set up before the Mass.
The immediate family should arrive at least thirty minutes prior to
the funeral to welcome family, guests, and friends.
Please make sure that those participating in the readings and
remembrances at the Mass arrive no later than twenty minutes
before the Mass. The Mass Coordinators will make sure the readers
are comfortable with speaking at the ambo (podium) and with
knowing at what time they should approach the altar. Upon arrival,
please introduce the readers to Father and the Mass Coordinators.
Those bringing up the Offertory gifts should also arrive no later
than 20 minutes before the Mass to allow enough time for the
Mass Coordinators to explain to them when to approach the altar
with the gifts. Upon arrival, please introduce those participating in
the Offertory procession to Father and the Mass Coordinators.
The pallbearers should also arrive no later than 20 minutes before
the Mass.
The Honorarium envelopes can be given to the Mass Coordinators.
They will ensure that they are turned in to the office.
If anyone needs Communion brought to them in the pews or has
any other special needs, please let the Mass Coordinators know
before the Mass.
The family sits in the reserved seats in the center front rows of the
Church. Please be seated about 5 minutes before the Mass begins.
14



After the Mass make sure that everything brought for the funeral
(pictures, sign-in book, etc.) are taken with you. Any flowers that
are not being donated should also be taken.
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The Rite of Committal
“He will wipe away all tears from their eyes; there will
be no more death and no more mourning or sadness or
pain.” Rev 21:4
This is a prayer service that occurs at the place of interment. The family,
friends, and members of the Church prayerfully offer this final act of
respect to their loved one who will be raised up on the last day in
accordance with the promise of Christ. It is the last farewell where the
family and Christian community honors one of its members before the
body is buried or entombed. In committing the body to its resting place,
the community expresses the hope that, with all those who have gone
before us marked with the sign of faith, the deceased will await the glory of
the resurrection. The Rite of Committal is an expression of the communion
that exists between the Church on earth and the Church in heaven: the
deceased passes with the farewell prayers of the community of believers
into the welcoming company of those who need faith no longer, but see
God face-to-face.
When possible, the Church encourages burial in a Catholic cemetery
(Canon 1180.1). Burial in consecrated ground is a sign of the commitment
and vows of Baptism and give witness, even in death, to the resurrection of
Christ. As well as being a sacred place, it recalls the community of all the
faithful, living and deceased.
Burial at St. Joseph’s cemetery can take place immediately after the
funeral. Urns can be interred at our columbarium (future). In addition,
arrangements can be made for Father to preside over the Rite of Committal
at other neighboring cemeteries. These topics will be discussed at the
planning meeting.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Can non-Catholics receive Communion at a Catholic Mass?
Non-Catholics cannot receive the Eucharist at a Catholic Mass but are
welcome to celebrate and pray with us during Mass. Non-Catholics and all
those unable to receive may come forward during the Communion
procession for a blessing with their hands crossed in front of their chest.
Can there be a funeral rite for un-baptized children?
The Church’s funeral rites may be celebrated for a child who died before
Baptism.
Can a family member donate his/her body to science?
The Church looks upon donation of one’s body and organs as a
commendable and meritorious act. The Funeral Mass should take place
before the donation, otherwise, if the body is not present, a Memorial
Mass is celebrated.
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May I request another priest to concelebrate at the funeral?
Yes, all priests are welcome to concelebrate at St. Joseph’s.
May non-practicing Catholics receive Catholic funerals?
Our Baptism has made us equal in dignity before the Lord. Thus, the Church
can offer funeral rites including a funeral Mass for non-practicing Catholics.
Although the deceased may not have participated fully in the life of the
Church on earth, the Church longs for her separated children to share in
Christ’s blessings. We pray for them with their loved ones so that their sins
may be forgiven and pray that they may dwell forever in the presence of
God in Heaven.
Can cremated remains be scattered or remain in the home?
In keeping with our hope in the resurrection of the body, the Church
requires that cremated remains be buried or interred in individual graves
or columbaria and not be scattered or remain in the home.
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“In him the hope of blessed resurrection has dawned,
that those saddened by the certainty of dying might be
consoled by the promise of immortality to come. Indeed,
for your faithful, Lord, life is changed not ended, and,
when this earthly dwelling turns to dust, an eternal
dwelling is made ready for them in heaven.”
Preface 78. Roman Missal
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