First Reading
Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
On this mountain the Lord of hosts
will provide for all peoples.
On this mountain he will destroy
the veil that veils all peoples,
The web that is woven over all nations;
he will destroy death forever.
The Lord God will wipe away
the tears from all faces;
The reproach of his people he will remove
from the whole earth; for the Lord has spoken.
On that day it will be said:
“Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us!
This is the Lord for whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad
that he has saved us!”
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

First Reading
Isaiah 40:1-5
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.
A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

First Reading
Isaiah 41:10-13
A reading from the book of Isaiah
Fear not, I am with you;
Be not dismayed; I am your God.
I will strengthen you, and help you,
And uphold you with my right hand of justice.
Yes, all shall be put to shame and disgrace
who vent their anger against you;
Those shall perish and come to nought
who offer resistance.
You shall seek out, but shall not find,
those who strive against you;
They shall be as nothing at all
who do battle with you.
For I am the Lord, your God,
who grasp your right hand;
It is I who say to you “Fear not,
I will help you.”
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

First Reading
Proverbs 31:10-31
A reading from the book of Proverbs.
Who can find a woman of worth?
Far beyond jewels is her value.
Her husband trusts her judgment;
he does not lack income.
She brings him profit, not loss,
all the days of her life.
She seeks out wool and flax
and weaves with skillful hands.
Like a merchant fleet,
she secures her provisions from afar.
She rises while it is still night,
and distributes food to her household,
a portion to her maidservants.
She picks out a field and acquires it;
from her earnings she plants a vineyard.
She girds herself with strength;
she exerts her arms with vigor.
She enjoys the profit from her dealings;
her lamp is never extinguished at night.
She puts her hands to the distaff,
and her fingers ply the spindle.
She reaches out her hands to the poor,
and extends her arms to the needy.
She is not concerned for her household when it snows—
all her charges are doubly clothed.
She makes her own coverlets;
fine linen and purple are her clothing.
Her husband is prominent at the city gates

as he sits with the elders of the land.
She makes garments and sells them,
and stocks the merchants with belts.
She is clothed with strength and dignity,
and laughs at the days to come.
She opens her mouth in wisdom;
kindly instruction is on her tongue.
She watches over the affairs of her household,
and does not eat the bread of idleness.
Her children rise up and call her blessed;
her husband, too, praises her:
“Many are the women of proven worth,
but you have excelled them all.”
Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting;
the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
Acclaim her for the work of her hands,
and let her deeds praise her at the city gates.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

First Reading
Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7
A reading from the book of Revelation.
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and
the former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. I also
saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the
human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his people and
God himself will always be with them as their God. He will wipe every
tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning,
wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away.
The one who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new. I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the
thirsty I will give a gift from the spring of life-giving water. The victor
will inherit these gifts, and I shall be his God, and he will be my son.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

First Reading
Sirach 26: 1-4
(Fr. Frazier’s recommendation)
A reading from the book of Sirach
Happy the husband of a good wife,
Twice-lengthened are his days;
A worthy wife brings joy to her husband,
Peaceful and full is his life.
A good wife is a generous gift
bestowed upon him who fears the Lord.
Be he rich or poor, his heart is content,
And a smile is ever on his face.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

First Reading
Wisdom 3:1-6, 9
A reading from the Book of Wisdom
The souls of the just are in the hand of God
and no torment shall touch them.
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
and their passing away was thought an affliction
and their going forth from us, utter destruction.
But they are in peace.
For if in the eyes of men, indeed they be punished,
yet is their hope full of immortality;
Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
because God tried them,
and found them worthy of himself.
As gold in the furnace, he proved them,
and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
Those who trust in him shall understand truth,
and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,
and his care is with his elect.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

First Reading
Wisdom 4:7-15
A reading from the Book of Wisdom
But the just man, though he die early, shall be at rest. For the
age that is honorable comes not with the passing of time, nor can it be
measured in terms of years. Rather, understanding is the hoary
crown for men, and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age.
He who pleased God was loved; he who lived among sinners
was transported, snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind or
deceit beguile his soul; for the witchery of paltry things obscures what
is right and the whirl of desire transforms the innocent mind.
Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness
of a long career; for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, therefore he
sped him out of the midst of wickedness. But the people saw and did
not understand, nor did they take this into account.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

Second Reading
1 Corinthians 13:1-7

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, it is not pompous, it is not
inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quicktempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over
wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.
So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is
love.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

Second Reading
1 Corinthians 15:20-23
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
Brothers and sisters:
But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a human being,
the resurrection of the dead came also through a human being. For
just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, but
each one in proper order: Christ the first fruits; then, at his coming,
those who belong to Christ.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

Second Reading
1 John 3:1-2
(Fr. Frazier’s recommendation)
A reading from the first letter of John.
Beloved:
See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God.
Yet so we are.
The reason the world does not know us
is that it did not know him.
Beloved, we are God’s children now;
what we shall be has not yet been revealed.
We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he is.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

Second Reading
2 Corinthians 5:6-10
A reading from the second Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians.
Brothers and sisters:
We are always courageous,
although we know that while we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight.
Yet we are courageous,
and we would rather leave the body and go home to the Lord.
Therefore, we aspire to please him,
whether we are at home or away.
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
so that each may receive recompense,
according to what he did in the body, whether good or evil.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

Second Reading
2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17, 18
A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy.
The Apostle Paul writes: As for me, I am already being poured out as
a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now
on there is reserved for the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but
also to all who have longed for his appearing.
The Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the
message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it.
So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from
every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be
the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

Second Reading
Romans 5:5-11
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.
And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given
to us. For Christ, while we were still helpless, yet died at the
appointed time for the ungodly. Indeed, only with difficulty does one
die for just a person, though perhaps for a good person one might
even find courage to die. But God proves his love for us in that while
we were sinners Christ died for us. How much more then, since we
are now justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the
wrath. Indeed, if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, how much more, once reconciled, we
will be saved by his life. Not only that, but we also boast of God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

Second Reading
Romans 6:3-4, 8-9
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans
Are you not aware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? Through baptism into his death we were
buried with him, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.
If we have died with Christ, we believe that we are also to live with
him. We know that Christ, once raised from the dead, will never die
again; death has no more power over him.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

Second Reading
Romans 8:14-25
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
received a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, “Abba, Father!”
The Spirit itself bears witness with your spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if only we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with
him.
I believe that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing
compared with the glory to be revealed for us. For creation awaits
with eager expectation the revelation of the children of God; for
creation was made subject to futility, not of its own accord but
because of the one who subjected it, in hope that creation itself would
be set free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious
freedom of the children of God. We know that all creation is groaning
in labor pains even until now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as we
wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were
saved, now hope that sees for itself is not hope. For who hopes for
what one sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait with
endurance.
Pause and look up at the congregation. Then say:
The Word of the Lord.

Gospel Reading
John 10:1-10
“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold
through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a
robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of
the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear
his voice, as he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and
the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice. But they
will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because
they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” Although Jesus
used this figure of speech, they did not realize what he was trying
to tell them.
So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for
the sheep. All who came [before me] are thieves and robbers, but
the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters
through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find
pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I
came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.

Gospel Reading
John 11:17-27
(Fr. Frazier’s recommendation)
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask
of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will
rise.” Martha said to him, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection
on the last day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life;
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the
world.”

Gospel Reading
John 12:24-26
I solemnly assure you,
unless the grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies,
it remains just a grain of wheat.
But if it dies,
it produces much fruit.
The man who loves his life loses it,
while the man who hates his life in
this world preserves it to life eternal.
If anyone would serve me,
let him follow me;
where I am,
there will my servant be.
If anyone serves me,
him the Father will honor.
The Gospel of the Lord.

Gospel Reading
John 14: 1-6

Jesus said to his disciples:
Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith
also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If
there were not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back
again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be.
Where I am going you know the way.” Thomas said to him, “Master,
we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?”
Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.”

Gospel Reading
Luke 7:36-50
A Pharisee invited him to dine with him, and he entered the
Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. Now there was a sinful
woman in the city who learned that he was at table in the house
of the Pharisee. Bringing an alabaster flask of ointment, she
stood behind him at his feet weeping and began to bathe his feet
with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them,
and anointed them with ointment. When the Pharisee who had
invited him saw this he said to himself, “If this man were a
prophet, he would know who and what sort of woman this is who
is touching him, that she is a sinner.” Jesus said to him in reply,
“Simon, I have something to say to you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he
said. “Two people were in debt to a certain creditor; one owed
five hundred days’ wages and the other owed fifty. Since they
were unable to repay the debt, he forgave it for both. Which of
them will love him more?” Simon said in reply, “The one, I
suppose, whose larger debt was forgiven.” He said to him, “You
have judged rightly.” Then he turned to the woman and said to
Simon, “Do you see this woman? When I entered your house,
you did not give me water for my feet, but she has bathed them
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me
a kiss, but she has not ceased kissing my feet since the time I
entered. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she anointed
my feet with ointment. So I tell you, her many sins have been
forgiven; hence, she has shown great love. But the one to whom
little is forgiven, loves little.” He said to her, “Your sins are
forgiven.” The others at the table said to themselves, “Who is this
who even forgives sins?” But he said to the woman, “Your faith
has saved you; go in peace.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Gospel Reading
Matthew 5:1-12a
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain,
And after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.
He began to teach them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn,
For they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
For they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful,
For they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart.
For they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they will be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness,
For theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you
And utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me.
Rejoice and be glad,
For your reward will be great in heaven.”
The Gospel of the Lord

Gospel Reading
Matthew 18:1-11
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
At that time the disciples approached Jesus and said, “Who is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a child over,
placed it in their midst, and said, “Amen, I say to you, unless you turn
and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven. And whoever receives one child such as this in
my name receives me. Whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a millstone hung
around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. Woe to
the world because of things that cause sin! Such things must come,
but woe to the one through whom they come! If your hand or foot
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to
enter into life maimed or crippled than with two hands or two feet to be
thrown into eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye
than with two eyes to be thrown into fiery Gehenna.
See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to
you that their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my
heavenly Father.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Gospel Reading
Matthew 25:31-40
When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him,
he will sit upon his glorious throne,
and all the nations will be assembled before him.
And he will separate them one from another,
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
Then the king will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.
For I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
a stranger and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed me,
ill and you cared for me,
in prison and you visited me.’
Then the righteous will answer him and say,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you drink?
When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
or naked and clothe you?
When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’
And the king will say to them in reply,
‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers
of mine, you did for me.’
The Gospel of the Lord

